Snohomish County Certification and Proficiency Standards for Fully Operational K9 SAR Teams
Trailing:

Needs:
A team is required to demonstrate ability to follow an aged, realistic trail, to locate and identify the subject.


Age


                Of Trail:
Not less than eighteen (18) hours or more than thirty (30) hours.

Length 

Of Trail: 
Not less than one (1) mile nor more than 1.5 miles, following a wandering pattern and including a minimum of six (6) turns.


Terrain:
Urban or rural setting. The trail should travel over a variety of surfaces including pavement, grass (field), foot trails and/or wooded areas.  If the trail area is not subject to foot traffic, two (2) deliberate, fresh cross trails will be set just prior to the commencement of the evaluation.


Trail


Layers:
The trail should be set by two (2) or more individuals. If a minimum of two (2) subjects are not available, the trail may be set by one (1) person as long as there are two (2) subjects at the end of the trail for scent discrimination.


Scent 

Material:  
The handler will be provided with bagged scent material from one of the trail layers. The handler will not be informed of the identity of the owner of the scent article(s).


Time:
No time limit.


Test:
The handler must articulate the dog’s trained indicator of a proper subject to the evaluators prior to the start of the test. The team must follow the path taken by the subject, giving due consideration to the weather conditions, wind direction, and traffic.  The handler must be able to map the route of travel, and provide an assessment of the work of the dog throughout the testing period.

The dog must identify the proper subject at the end of the trail.

The team is allowed one “re-start” without penalty during testing.


Evaluation:
The evaluation is pass/fail.  Evaluators shall use the “Trailing Evaluation Form.”
Snohomish County Certification and Proficiency Standards for Fully Operational K9 SAR Teams (cont.)
Airscent: 


Needs:
A team is required to demonstrate consistent ability to detect and locate subjects, without the aid of a scent article, or GPS, in a land area of approximately forty (40) acres, with light to moderate brushy vegetation.


Time:
A team will have up to a maximum of two (2) hours to locate the subjects.


Subjects:
There will be two (2) human subjects in the search area.  The dog must locate both subjects.


Test:
The Handler will state when they are ready, will then receive a map of the area, and will verbally receive a brief description of the search scenario, including any available information about the subject(s) time and point last seen, name, description, clothing & gear, medical conditions, wilderness experience, etc.  The Handler gathers sufficient information, and asks questions, to formulate a search strategy.  Handler will then have 5 minutes to articulate the dog’s alert behavior, trained indication, and a detailed search plan of the area to the evaluators prior to beginning the test.  


The Handler will carry the minimum equipment requirements as defined by SCVSAR for a 24-hour mission.  The Handler should ask the Evaluator if they will be expected to demonstrate the use of voice checks throughout the exercise (in which case, the subject(s) will be instructed not to respond without subsequent instruction to do so from base or the exercise evaluator).  The Handler will demonstrate appropriate attention to the needs of the K9, radio communication skills, grid spacing appropriate to the conditions and the time allowed, and all the additional evaluation items on the “Airscent Proficiency Evaluation Form.”



Upon locating a subject, Handlers will identify themselves as being with SAR, obtain information from the subject(s) related to the nature of the incident, any other missing companions, any injuries or medical conditions, perform a brief ‘secondary survey’ if injuries are reported or apparent, and report findings to Base Command.  The Handler will report the subject(s) location in UTM Coordinates without the aid of a GPS, with sufficient accuracy so that recovery teams in the vicinity would be able to locate the subject using a whistle or voice checks.


The Handler must be able to prepare a map showing the search route(s), weather conditions, terrain conditions, an estimate of the team’s probability of detection (POD) and the basis for that determination, and a description of the dog’s work and behavior throughout the testing period, including areas that may need to be re-searched.


Evaluation:
The evaluation is pass/fail.  Evaluators shall use the “Airscent Proficiency Evaluation Form.”  (Either KCSD or SCVSAR Form is acceptable)
