Snohomish County Volunteer Search and Rescue

Airscent K9 Team Training Benchmarks

 (03/31/06)

Performance levels are based on the team attending the required 50% of regular training sessions. (A higher level of participation and ‘extra’ training are strongly recommended)
	Three months
	K9 performing refind 80% of the time on call-aways and 100% of the time on runaways. The K9 performs the trained indication reliably.

	Six months
	K9 performs trained indication 90+% of time on small motivational problems. K9 goes into and “tags” subject during refind. K9 is enthusiastic during exercises.

	Nine months
	K9 works more complex problems without seeing the subject leave. K9 recognizes the “search initiating” cue. K9 reliable in refind behavior. Team introduced to small area searches and works on area coverage.

	Twelve months
	K9 works consistently on area problems up to 10-15 acres. Multiple finds introduced and K9 returns to search after locating the first subject. Refind becomes reliable on finds at a longer distance from handler. Team works on navigation in the search areas.

	Fifteen months
	Team  works for 1-2 hours in larger areas and for multiple subjects. Handler can accurately estimate POD and POA. Continue to work on navigation and reporting skills.  

	Eighteen months
	Team working reliably for two hour periods and locating multiple subjects in a 40 acre area. Team now eligible to apply for mission ready pre-test. Addresses weaknesses noted in pretest.

	Eighteen months+
	Take mission ready evaluation.


· Benchmark: Three months and Six Months – Stages 1 and 2 of the ‘Airscent K9 Team Training Plan’ (Airscent K9 Basics: Runaways) 

· Benchmark Nine Months and Twelve Months – Stages 2  (Advanced Runaways) and 3 (Small Area Search) 

· Benchmarks Fifteen Months and Eighteen Months: Stage 4 (Intermediate Airscent) 

· Benchmark 18 Months Plus – Stage 5 (Airscent K9 Team Evaluation)
