Snohomish County Volunteer Search and Rescue

Trailing K9 Team Training Benchmarks

 (3/31/06)


Performance levels are based on the team attending the required 50% of regular training sessions.
 (A higher level of participation and ‘extra’ training are strongly recommended)
	Three months
	Dog working 15 minute delay trails with 2-3 turns on trails and grass. Dog familiar with taking scent from article. Handler working on trained indication with one subject at end of trail.

	Six months
	Dog working trails on vegetation and in parks with up to ½ hour delay and up to ½ mile in length. Team working on scent discrimination, working with two subjects at end with identification of the trail runner. Team introduced to pavement trailing on “hot” trails of 100-200 Yds.

	Nine months
	Team working 2 to 4 hour delay and ½ mile in length. Dog working line-up identification. Dog working 1 hour delay on pavement with several turns. Dog makes reliable identification.

	Twelve months
	Team working overnight trails in park up to 1 mile in length. Working 2-4 hour delay on pavement in a variety of situations. Dog reliable on starts and turns.

	Fifteen months
	Team extends time period to 24 hours and distance to 1 to 1 ½ mile. Identifications reliable. Capable of working overnight trail on pavement and dog starts reliably in contaminated areas.

	Eighteen months
	Team working reliably under most circumstances. Take mission ready pre-test and address problem areas. 

	Eighteen months +
	Take mission ready trailing test.


Approximate**** Correlation with the ‘Trailing K9 Team Training Plan’ :
· Benchmark : Three months– Stage 1, Trailing Basics, Steps 1,2,&3 of ‘Trailing K9 Team Training Plan’ 

· Benchmark : Six Months- Stage 1, Trailing Basics, Steps 4&5 of ‘Trailing K9 Team Training Plan’ 
· Benchmark : Nine Months–Stage 1, Trailing Basics, Steps 6&7 of ‘Trailing K9 Team Training Plan’ 
· Benchmark : Twelve Months- Stage 2,  Intermediate Trailing, Steps 1,2,&3 
· Benchmark : Fifteen Months- Stage 2, Intermediate Trailing, Step 4 
· Benchmarks: Eighteen Months: Stage 2, Intermediate Trailing, Step 5, Pre-test & Skills reinforcement
· Benchmark 18 Months Plus – Stage 3, Trailing Team Evaluation ‘Mission-Ready’ Test 
**** Process often takes considerably longer depending on frequency of training, drive of the K9, consistency and strength of foundational (early stage) training. 
